Save Lives from Leukaemia

by Improving Bone Marrow Transplant Success Rates
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If you know Jackie Smith, you will know that, with the excellent Doctors and Nurses at the John Radcliffe Hospital (JRH) in Oxford, we have been fighting Jackie’s Leukaemia for the past 4 years. In that time we have met & become friends with other patients fighting a similar battle. Perhaps you also know someone with Leukaemia?
Last year, after 6 courses of chemotherapy, Consultants told Jackie that more chemotherapy alone would give her very little chance of     Jackie & Stewart                 survival.  Jackie would need to have a Bone Marrow Transplant.  
After an unsuccessful search for a suitable donor in the UK, an international search found a match for Jackie from a willing USA donor. The bone marrow stem cells were harvested from the donor in the USA and immediately flown to the UK. Less than 24 hours later, on September 11, 2008 (anniversary of 9/11), nurses at the JRH gave Jackie a transfusion of the donor stem cells. The JRH in Oxford is a major UK centre for Bone Marrow Transplants and they have provided excellent treatment to Jackie and other patients from a wide area.
A major complication of a Bone Marrow Transplant is called Graft vs. Host Disease (GVHD). This occurs where cells from the donor attack the patient’s body. It occurs in over half of all transplant patients and can sometimes be very severe and result in death. At present only 50% of transplant patients survive more than 18 – 24 months. Two of our friends, both bright young men, Rupert (21) and Nelan (19), tragically have not survived. 
To improve the success rates of bone marrow transplants, which would give Leukaemia / Transplant patients a better chance of survival, the JRH needs £50K to do further research into the best treatments for GVHD.
To support this vital research, Jackie’s husband Stewart has accepted a place in the London Marathon on 26 April 2009 to use the visibility the event offers to raise the vital funds needed for this research. Stewart will definitely not be doing this event again!!
You can really help by doing two things:

1. Please personally support our appeal by:

· Donating on line via      http://www.justgiving.com/JackieSmithBMT
· If you prefer to Donate “off line” send a cheque (payable to ORHCF 0155) or cash to me using the attached donation form  [I will enter these donations on the website]

· contact us by email for our home address
2. Please also join our fundraising efforts by: forwarding this appeal it to all your friends, relatives and colleagues. In turn, please ask them to forward it to all their friends, relatives and colleagues; this way we can reach out to the greatest number of people and have a chance to reach our target.
If you receive this appeal more than once please don’t be irritated, but consider if you could send it on to more people. Our just giving page http://www.justgiving.com/JackieSmithBMT  will give an update on how much £KK we are raising. 
Thank you all so much for your support.

Jackie & Stewart Smith




email: donors4jackie@casanovanora.co.uk
Jackie & stewart smith  
            donors4jackie@casanovanora.co.uk
19 March 2009

